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Monsoon Fantasy 
Forecast Game
monsoonfantasy.arizona.edu/home

How it Works
You make forecasts of the total rainfall 
amount in a one-month period for 
each of July, August, and September, 
at five cities in the Southwest. Your 
score is based on the riskiness and 
accuracy of your estimates compared 
to the actual rainfall. 

You compete against all other players 
and the three highest scores receive 
Amazon gift cards with values of 
$400, $300, and $200, respectively. 
You must submit estimates in at least 2 
months to qualify for the prizes.

Monsoon Fantasy Forecast Game

The monsoon fantasy forecast game is back!
The game is largely the same. You make rainfall forecasts at five cities each month. You score points 
based on the accuracy and riskiness of your forecasts. Here’s what is new this year:
•	 You can make your forecasts for the month until midnight the final day of the previous month. For 

example, you have until June 30 at 11:59 PM to make your forecasts for July. Same goes for 
August and September.

•	 There are Amazon gift card prizes for the top 3 finishers at values of $400, $300, and $200, 
courtesy of the Arizona Institutes for Resilient Environments and Societies.

Mike, Zack, and Ben will be talking about the monsoon and the leaderboard each month on the 
Southwest Climate Podcast.

For more details or to play: https://monsoonfantasy.arizona.edu/home

Calling last year’s monsoon fantasy players - Can you spare 2 minutes to help?
If you played last year, the game team would be grateful for two minutes of your time to answer five 
simple questions. Responses are anonymous. They will help them publish a description of the game. 

https://uarizona.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bd88HC6pAoWjGwS
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Southwest Climate 
Podcast
climas.arizona.edu/media/podcasts

iTunes
https://apple.co/3kHh8bf

Spotify
https://spoti.fi/3zZIvWu

Android
https://bit.ly/2ILYHos

Stitcher
https://bit.ly/3nEWhHd

We also finally have podcast gear 
(shirts and mugs).  

Order at: the-southwest-climate-
podcast.creator-spring.com/

If you are interested in showing your 
support - or enjoying the (lack of a) 
monsoon in style, this is one way to 
do so.

The Southwest Climate Podcast
Jun 2022 Southwest Climate Podcast
Are You Ready for the Monsoon?
In the June 2022 episode of the Southwest Climate Podcast, 
Mike Crimmins and Zack Guido apologize for the extended 
(and unintentional) break from podcasting, before diving 
into to a wide ranging “catch-up” episode that recaps winter 
and spring conditions, discusses regional hazards we see 
in spring into summer, and touches on the forecast and 
outlook for the summer...and the monsoon! They wrap with a 
discussion of the monsoon, whether this year could ever live 
up to last year and what led to last year’s conditions, before 
addressing the excitement that a few outlooks have caused, 
and the early storms that have been building to the south. 
They also discuss the return of the Monsoon Fantasy Game 
and talk about how you can play and test your forecast skills 
against the “experts”.  Happy Monsoon! 

Mar 2022 SW Climate Podcast: Cold(ish), Windy, and Dry - Winter Recap
In the Mar 2022 edition of the CLIMAS Southwest Climate Podcast, Mike Crimmins and Zack Guido dive into 
a recap of winter (so far) in the Southwest. First, recap winter to date, and put it in the context of a double-
dip La Niña, including precipitation totals, temperature, and snowpack. Then they take a closer look at the 
phases of the PNA (Pacific/North American pattern) and how this links to ENSO/La Niña and the weather 
conditions this winter. Finally, they revisit temperature to consider just how “cold” it has actually been, and 
preview a closer look at fire outlooks, snowpack, and water supply in upcoming podcasts.
https://bit.ly/3IcHrBU

2021 CLIMAS Environment & Society Graduate Fellows Interviews
In this special episode, Gigi Owen sits down for one on one conversations with Moriah Bailey Stephenson, 
Simone Williams, and Lea Schram von Haupt (the 2021 CLIMAS E&S Grad Fellows) to chat with each 
of them about their reflections and perspectives and their fellowship experience. You can also find more 
information about their projects in blog posts at climas.arizona.edu/blog.
https://bit.ly/3Jk5IHw

http://www.climas.arizona.edu/swco/periodicals
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The Climate Assessment for the Southwest (CLIMAS) program was established in 1998 as part of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s Regional Integrated Sciences and Assessments program. CLIMAS—housed at the University 
of Arizona’s Institute of the Environment—is a collaboration between the University of Arizona and New Mexico State 
University. The CLIMAS team is made up of experts from a variety of social, physical, and natural sciences who work with 
partners across the Southwest to develop sustainable answers to regional climate challenges

What does CLIMAS do?
The CLIMAS team and its partners work to improve the ability of the region’s social and ecological systems to respond to 
and thrive in a variable and changing climate. The program promotes collaborative research involving scientists, decision 
makers, resource managers and users, educators, and others who need more and better information about climate and its 
impacts. Current CLIMAS work falls into six closely related areas: 1) decision-relevant questions about the physical climate 
of the region; 2) planning for regional water sustainability in the face of persistent drought and warming; 3) the effects of 
climate on human health; 4) economic trade-offs and opportunities that arise from the impacts of climate on water security 
in a warming and drying Southwest; 5) building adaptive capacity in socially vulnerable populations; and 6) regional 
climate service options to support communities working to adapt to climate change.

Online Resources
Figure 1
Climate Program Office
cpo.noaa.gov

RISA Program Homepage

cpo.noaa.gov/Meet-the-Divisions/
Climate-and-Societal-Interactions/
RISA

New Mexico Climate Center

weather.nmsu.edu

CLIMAS
Research & Activities

CLIMAS Research

climas.arizona.edu/research

CLIMAS Outreach

climas.arizona.edu/outreach

Climate Services

climas.arizona.edu/climate-services

Figure 1: NOAA Regional Integrated Sciences and Assessments Regions

http://www.climas.arizona.edu/swco/periodicals
https://cpo.noaa.gov/Meet-the-Divisions/Climate-and-Societal-Interactions/RISA/About-RISA#739056

