Social and Environmental Contexts for Mexican Water Law (Sonora, Mexico)

Socio-Demographic Context

    * Growth rate faster than national average (e.g., cities of Hermosillo and Nogales)

    * Rural out-migration toward border cities and border (nearly one million/year)

    * Unplanned growth and development of cities; inadequate urban infrastructure

    * Most irrigated state in Mexico with seven commercial agricultural districts

    * Leads to greater urban-rural conflict over water

Climate Context, Predictions and Water Conditions

    * Low natural rainfall (less than 500 mm annually)

    * Arid and semi-arid desert region

    * Drought data

    * Highly variable interannual precipitation patterns

    * North American Monsoon Event

    * Severely overdrafted aquifers

    * Restrictions in effect on irrigation use due to drought and overdrafts

Related Structural Norms

    * Neoliberal economic restructuring

    * Adoption of 12 free trade agreements, including NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement)

    * Privatization strategies

    * Land tenure (ejido) reforms

    * Elimination of subsidies

    * Retrenched role for the national government (state)

New Water Management Institutions

    * Decentralized urban water service provision; responsibility transferred to state and municipal managers

    * Create network of 25 river basin councils nationally; three in Sonora

    * Transferences of irrigation districts to be managed by water users

    * Private concessionaires for both urban/irrigation services are now legal and feasible

